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A aS A AT a PE A TT SE ETS 


ECONOMIC EQUALITY. 


The exercise of irresponsible power, by whatever means, is 
tyranny, and should not be tolerated. The power which men 
irresponsibly exercise for their private ends, over individuals and 
communities, through superior wealth, is essentially tyrannous, and 
as inconsistent with democratic principle and as offensive to self- 
respecting men as any form of political tyranny that was ever 
endured. As political equality is the remedy for political tyranny, 
so is economic equality the enly way of putting an end to the 
economic tyranny exercised by the few over the many through 
superiority of wealth. The industrial system of a nation, like its 
political system, should be a government of the people, by the 
people, for the people. Until economic equality shall give a basis 
to political equality, the latter is but a sham. 


The Pennsylvania Legislature has passed a bill which 
has become a law, making the Saturday half-holiday com- 
pulsory for all seasons of the year, and the people are very 
much pleased with it. New York already has such a law. 


When the bill amending the municipal lighting law 
reached the Massachusetts Senate Tuesday, Mr. Nichols of 


Worcester opposed limiting the sum to be paid by munici- 


| palities for established plants to what it would cost to dupli- 


cate them. He expressed the hope that Massachusetts 
would “not get ahead of Kansas in nationalistic legislation.” 
The amendment was killed, but the bill as passed is a 
marked advance upon the original act, and this in connection 
with the passage of the joint resolution favoring a govern- 
ment telegraph and telephone, gives good reason for re- 
formers to renew the fight for more radical legislation at the 
next session. Unless we mistake the temper of the people 
in this state, the next Legislature is in a fair way to be 
made up of a better grade of men. 


How the German Social Democrats and the American Nation- 
alists Agree While Disagreeing. 

The Boston Herald in a recent editorial upon “Social 
democracy and state socialism,” ventured some comparisions 
between the attitude of the German socialists and that of 
the American nationalists toward the idea of governmental 
management of business in the line of what is generally 
called state socialism. 

At the recent congress of the German socialists at Berlin 
a resolution was adopted declaring the social democratic 
party opposed to state socialistic experiments. In the 
debate the resolution was supported by most of the leaders 
in speeches emphatically declaring that governmental 
control of new branches of business or public services, 

making the state an employer on a large scale, was not only 
not to be favored by German socialists, but to be strongly 
opposed. It was declared that state socialism was nota 
step toward the socialist ideal but was a device in the in- 
terest of the maintenance of the existing social system, and 
that true socialism wouid yet have the last and hardest of 
its battles with state socialism. 

The Herald compares this unmistakeable attitude of the 
German socialists with the earnest advocacy of governmental 
and municipal ownership and operation of all sorts of busi- 
ness by the American nationalists, and finds a glaring incon- 
sistency between the policies of these two socialistic bodies. 

Obviously enough, the policies are opposed, but this im- 
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plies no opposition in principle. The nationalists, shipped 
over to Germany, would probably take precisely the posi- 
tion of the German socialists as to the governmental as- 
sumption of business, and if the German socialistic party 
were to be transfered to America, it would, we doubt not, 
favor such assumption as earnestly as the nationalists do, 
and in so doing both parties would be entirely consistent. 
The explanation is very simple. Whether it is desirable 
from the socialistic point of view to put more functions in 
the hands of a government depends absolutely and entirely 
on whether the government be a monarch or the people 
themselves. In the first case no socialist and no democrat 
would favor any extension of governmental functions. In 
the second case every Socialist must favor such extension 
because the popular government of industry 1s the express 
ideal of socialism. A socialist who favored so-called state 
socia’ism in Germany under present conditions would be no 
socialist and one who should not favor it in America would 
show that he did not understand his own creed. 

Look at the German situation. The emperor, like Bis- 
marck before him, is a bitter opponent of socialism and 
openly seeks to destroy it. The policy of state socialism, 
which the Berlin Congress condemned, was undertaken for 
the express and avowed purpose of splitting the socialistic 
party and defeating its program. Is it conceivable that the 
Berlin Congress under these circumstances should do any- 
thing but warn its followers against the snare? “In vain 
the fowler spreads his net in the sight of any bird.” 

The German socialists fear the government, which is the 
emperor, even more than they do capitalism. Much as they 
hate capitalism they dare not try to fight it by calling in 
the government lest their last case should be worse than the 
first. Therefore, they see and say that socialism in Ger- 
many is and must be revolutionary and must conquer the 
government before it tackles capitalism. In this they are 
of course right, entirely right. 

In America the case is absolutely opposite. The peuple 
fear plutocracy chiefly and the government not at all, because 
bad as it often is, it is their creature and instrument, the 
faults of which are due to their own negligence and always 
within their power of correction. It is their natural weapon 
against plutocracy, and they can only hope to crush the 
latter by its use. Moreover since the chief abuses of our 
government are due to corruptions by capitalism, every de- 
partment of business taken over from capitalism by the 
government not only reduces the danger from plutocracy, 
but at the same time helps to purify the government itself, 

We have explained this point at some length because 
many persons in comvaring the socialistic movement in 
Germany and the United States, fall into errors similar to 
the Herald’s, owing to failure to consider wherein the 
ditferent political constitutions of the two countries neces- 
sitate different methods. The difference in a rutshell is 
this : The object of socialism is to apply democratic govern- 
ment to the economic system. We Americans have got 
democratic government and only need to go right on and 
apply it to the economic system. 


In Germany they have 
to get democratic government first before they can so apply 
it. 

On one point we must correct the Herald very explicitly. 
It speaks of the nationalist movement “ merged as it is with 
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the populist party.” The nationalist movement is “merged 
with the populist party”? just as the abolitionists were 
merged in the free-soil party, which was just so far as the 
free-soil party went in the direction of complete abolition of 
black slavery. The nationalists co-operate heartily and en- 
thusiastically with the people’s party because it has taken 
long steps toward nationalism and promises to take more 
and longer ones, but it will not be correct to speak of the 
nationalists being “merged”? with any party antil that 
party adopts the entire nationalist program, and then it 
will be more correct to say that the party in question is 
merged with the natioralists. 


How Much Longer Must We Wait for State Insurance at 
Cost ? 
The Boston Record, a leading republican paper of entirely 
conservative character, says: 


The 31 life insurance companies doing business in New York last 
year increased their surplus $17,703,613. It looks as if people were 
paying more for insurance than it is worth. The endowment order 
craze in this state cost people about four million dollars, but in the 
latter case they have nothing to show for it. Inside of 10 years 
Massachusetts will be running a state insurance company, at cost to 
the policy-holders. 


Collate with this the protest of Insurance Commissioner 
Merrill of Massachusetts in his just issued 1893 report as 
to the burden on the life insurance business resulting from 
the exorbitant commissions paid to agents. He says: 


Valuable, and it may almost be said, indispensable, as this insti- 
tution has become to present conditions of industrial, business and 
professional life, there is one serious hindrance which must be 
removed before its true mission can be fully recognized and ac- 
cepted; namely, the great and seemingly extravagant expense of 
conducting the business. This condition of affairs has resulted 
from various causes, the chief of which is the competition for volume 
of business. The struggle for mastery in this has led to the offering 
of extraordinary inducements by the companies in the shape of 
prizes and bonuses in excess of what used to be considered very 
liberal commissions. It has been stated as a fact that among some 
of the agencies not only has the entire first premium been given to 
the agent as his commissiou, but in addition a bonus of three, four 
or even five dollars per thousand of insurance has been added, as 
inducement to remarkable results. The effect of these hothouse 
processes is that a vast mass of the business thus procured has 
proved merely temporary, and the companies. instead of being bene- 
fited, have been clogged with transactions looking well on paper, 
but in great measure soon disappearing from the books at a serious 
sacrifice to the continuing members. 


Now both of these causes of the excessive cost of life 
insurance, namely, the “surplus” superstition and the cost of 
competition for business, would be eliminated under a 
system of state insurance at cost. With the resources of 
the state behind each policy, no “surplus ” would be needed 
or would give any additional assurance. 

As to the expenses of competition, there would not be 
any. ‘The customers would seek insurance instead of in- 
surance seeking the customers. A desk in every town or 
city clerk’s office for the state agent when he made his 
periodical rounds, with a general office at the capital would 
provide all the establishment needed. 

Instead of $75,000 presidents of companies, $25,000 
actuaries and $10,000 secretaries and such fancy cattle, 
paid for their expertness in getting business away from 
rivals and concocting new patent mouse-traps for the 
unwary, in the line of all sorts of new-fangled, double- 
back-action devices, pretending to give more than one’s 
money’S worth, we should have publie officials at low 
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salaries engaged in administering a simple and honest 
system, offering no bait or chromos of any kind, but safe 
and sound as the everlasting «ills. 

There is perhaps none of the series of “skin games” 
constituting our so-called “modern business system ” which 
rcbs the people so unmercifully and so openly as the life 
insurance business. The fire insurance business is indeed 
close after it, but labors under a serious disadvantage. 
When a victim of the latter gets desperate, he can set fire 
to his property and so even up with the company. But 
you can’t get even with a life insurance company without 
killing yourself, and the angriest man hesitates to’do that. 
To make assurance doubly sure on this ‘score, the com- 
panies, moreover, put into most of the policies a clause 
making suicide a voiding of the risk. 

Even when a man dies quietly in his bed, his widow has 
often to.be ashrewd woman to get her rights against the 
wiles and browbeating too often used to force a settlement 
for a part of the claim. The methods of the life and fire 
insurance companies in this respect are identical. They 
send out the slickest-tongued men in the state to get you 
to insure high, and the roughest-tongued men in the state to 
brow beat you or your heirs out of the amount of the risk 
when it falls due. 

And don’t forget, in addition to all the abuses and extor- 
tion of the insurance companies, that the policies they 
bleed you so for, are in constant danger of being turned 
into waste paper by their failure. Big business panics 
always knock down whole rows of insurance companies, 
leaving men in old age and sickness to seek in vain 
for reinsurance on even the highest terms. 

There is the biggest sort of a popular issue in this 
proposition of state insurance at cost. What party, what 
politician, what newspaper in search of an issue to ride to 
glory on, will be first to take itup? It is just as living an 
issue in one state as another. 

By way of postscript, we would add that no holder of a 
policy in an old company need be afraid of state insurance. 
Ail companies are required to keep up a reinsurance fund 
to reimsure elsewhere their risks in case of going out of 
business. The rates of state insurance would be 50 per 
cent lower than those of the private companies, and any 
insurance company whose officers had forgotten to em- 
bezzle the reinsurance fund would be able to reinsure all 
its risks with the state and declare a dividend with the 
surplus that would be left over. 

No, doubt, as the Record says, “in 10 years Massachu_ 
setts will be running a state insurance company at cost to the 
policy-holders,” but why should we wait that long for it. 


Times That Should Make Nationalists of Business Men. 


It is a pitiful business, this list of suicides on account of 
bankruptcies and losses through bankruptcies which daily 
swells in the news columns of the papers, during this time 
of tight money and business failures. It is necessary also 
to remember that thanks to the well tried fortitude of 
human nature many-have equal cause to wish to die, where 
one actually succumbs. For every mau who thus throws up 
the sponge, there are a hundred others with as much cause 
for despair, who because they are a little stronger fibred, 
or more likely out of sense of duty to others, fight on. 
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Hundreds of thousands of business men get no sleep these 
nights through fear of the ruin the morrow may bring to 
them and theirs. Who says that the proletarian is the 
only one who will give a hearing to our radical proposi- 
tions ? There are thousands of well-to-do business men in 
these United States who have passed through experiénces 
in the last month of tight money and impending crisis, 
which have either made nationalists of them or would have 
done so if they had known what nationalism is. Other 
classes of people may think that we nationalists are some- 
times extravagant in denouncing the cruelty and the erazi- 
ness of the business system, but business men are not 
among them. They know that no statements on thesa 
points can be too strong and stand ready to cap the strong- 
est with illustrations from their own experience. 


Prof. Huxley Furnishes us with an Argument. 


Probably one of the most familiar and indeed now quite 
threadbare arguments against nationalism is that by put- 
ting an end to the struggle for existence, it would prevent 
the survival of the fittest, which it is alleged is a result of 
the warfare of competition. The fallacy underlying this 
argument, as we have often pointed out, is the assumption 
that the term “fittest”? in the sense of evolution means 
the best either physically, intellectually or morally. In 
point of fact, it means nothing of the sort. -The fittest to 
survive a struggle for existence under given conditions 
may be, and just as often is, the lowest and most degraded 
type of the species. Prof. Huxley in an Oxford address 
quite recently developed this point very admirably. We 
quote a paragraph from she Boston Herald’s account of 
his address, as follows : 

The survival of the fittest, according to Prof. Huxley, is an ex- 
pression which by many is thought to denote the survival of the 
best, but in cosmic nature what is fittest depends upon the condi- 
tions. He points out that if our atmosphere were to cool again, the 
the rule of the survival of the fittest would bring about in the vege- 
table kingdom a population of more and more stunted and humbler 
organisms, until the fittest that survived might be nothing but 
lichens and such microscopic organisms as those which give red 
snow its color. If our climate “became hotter, these temperate 
regions of the world would, by a surviva! of the ‘fittest, become un- 
inhabited | by any animated beings save those that now flourish in a 
tropical jungle. 

The application of this reasoning to the struggle for ex- 
istence under the present competitive system is plain. 
The endowments which command the greatest prizes in 
this struggle are cunning, rapacity, pitilessness, and above 
all, habitual concentration of the mind upon the narrowest 
view of self-interest. The qualities which hinder success 
in the struggle are generosity, tender-heartedness, truthful- 
ness, unselfishness, refined or lofty aspirations of any sort, 
that is to say, precisely the qualities which in the interest 
of humanity should be encouraged. 

Undoubtealy many worthy men have succeeded in busi- 
ness, but their success has not been on account of, but in 
spite of their more amiable and virtuous qualities. No 
such man was ever heard to speak otherwise than in warn- 
ing of the temptations of business life and the extreme 
difficulty of combining Christian ethics with success in 
trade. ven at its best, and when not tending to positive 
depravity, the incentives of the money-getter are cheap, 
sordid and common, developing a type of character which, 
when it is not immoral, is as far as possible from an ideal 
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manhood. On the other hand, those who win the great 
prizes of wealth usually retain but the merest rags of 
moral character, and though they may buy the toleration 
of the churches by their gifts, most frequently go down to 
their graves covered with the contempt or laden with the 
execrations of the people. 

We find then that the conditions of success under the 
competitive business system are such as may be compared 
with the cases supposed by Prof. Huxley in the above 
paragraph, in which the fittest to survive are precisely 
the least desirable types of the species affected. If we 
cannot have anything better than a struggle for existence 
in which the worst man wins, it is time we gave up 
struggling for existence at all. 

We nationalists believe we can do better, that it is 
possible to substitute for the present debasing system of 
competition one of generous emulation, in which the fittest 
shall be the noblest, the leaders the best and he that is 
greatest the servant of all. 


Mr. Carnegie Further Illustrates His Ignorance of the Spirit 
and Ideals of Democracy. 

Andrew Carnegie has an article in the June North 
American in which he predicts and calls aloud for a union 
of the English-speaking race, including Great Britain, Ire- 
land, Canada, the United States and Australia, in one 
gigantic republican federation with headquarters at Wash- 
ington. The main gain, according to Andrew, would be 
that the aforesaid federation by its strength would be able 
to dominate all other races and dictate terms to the world. 
This is quite what might be expected of the author of 
“Triumphant Democracy,’ whose writings have shown 
him to be wholly destitute of the first inkling of an idea of 
what true democracy is and wherein it differs from the 
monarchic and aristocratic systems. The latter are in spirit 
warlike, arrogant, aggressive, greedy of power and domina- 
tion. The spirit of democracy, on the other hand, is peace- 
ful, as must be that of a system which is based on the 
equal rights of all, and aims at the equal welfare of all. 
All assertion of irresponsible power and domination over 
others without their consent, is opposed to the very first 
principle of democracy, which is that government’s only 
warrant is the consent of the governed. The genius and 
aims of democracy are in a word social not militant, 
and that democracies sometimes act inconsistently with 
this principle simply illustrates the fact that though 
the world is now largely democratic in name, only the 
socialistic elements have as yet fully comprehended the 
democratic idea. Nationalism is nothing but fully-evolved 
and self-consistent democracy. 

No, Mr. Carnegie, we don’t want any such confederation 
as you want. It would be a grand plutocratic empire, 
masquerading under republican forms, a system much 
more favorable than even the present one to the aggressions 
of the money power. Later on we shall, indeed, have a 
federation of nations, but not the sort you picture, nor will 
it be instituted for the ends you hold forth as desirable. It 
will be a federation, not of English-speaking nations only 
but of all nations; not for the purpose of “ bossing ” my 
dominating anybody, but for the preservation of peace and 
the freer interchange of good will and good offices of every 
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kind between all Jands and peoples. That federation will 
be begun by the first two nations which adopt nationalism, 
and will grow as other nations follow their example, till 
in the end every man will bea citizen of the world, and 
patriotism will be merged in the enthusiasm of humanity. 

And now, Mr. Carnegie, one favor — please stop writing 
about democracy. You are no more a democrat than the 
Czar of Russia. 


“ MOONBLIGHT.” 

“Moonblight” is the odd name of an odder volume, 
which, however, is a very clever contribution to the litera- 
ture of social reform. It sets forth with a liberal use of 
fantastical and semi-magical machinery the conversion of a 
millionaire mine-owner of Pennsylvania from a life of 
thoughtless self-indulgence to a realization of the social 
hell beneath his feet and tells how he devoted himself and 
his money to industrial reform. Dan Beard is the author 
and has doubled the value of the work by a profusion of 
exceedingly whimsical and admirably effective illustrations. 
We do not understand that he is ready for any such broad 
plan of reform as nationalism, being content for the time 
with single-taxism, arbitration and other measures, but 
such a man is sure to be with us when the lines are 
formed. His indictment of the capitalistic system is in a 
vein of red-hot righteous indignation, which makes it re- 
freshing to read. This book is published by Charles L. 
Webster & Co., New York. 


“A CITYLESS AND COUNTRYLESS WORLD.” 


This is a book of 400 pages by Henry Olerich of Holstein, 
Ia, in which he developes a theory of an ideal society, 
under the form of an account given by a citizen of the planet 
Mars, who has strayed to the earth, of the condition of 
things there. The author is a philosophical anarchist, who 
does not believe in compulsory institutions or regulations 
of any sort, and this book is an effort to show how an ex- 
ceedingly elaborate social system, extending to very minute 
details of personal habits can be carried out without any 
force except voluntary co-operation. ‘The sub-title of the 
book is “ An outline of Practical Co-operative Individual- 
ism,” which describes its intent. It is published by Gilmore 
and Olerich, Holstein, Ia., and is well worth reading. 


THE BROTHERHOOD OF MAN. 


If any man must fall for me to rise, 
Then seek I not to climb. Another’s pain 
I choose not for my good. A golden chain, 
A robe of honor, is too! poor a prize 
To tempt my hasty hand to do a wrong 
Unto a fellow man. This life hath woe 
Sufficient, wrought by man’s satanic foe; 
And who that hath a heart would dare prolong 
Or add a sorrow to a stricken soul 
That seeks some healing balm to make it whole ? 
My bosom owns the brotherhooe of man;, 
From God and truth a renegade is he 
Who scorns a poor man in his poverty, 
Or on his fellow lays his supercilious ban, 
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THE WORLD OF TRADE. 


O! a glorious realm is fhe world of Trade, 
Where every craft is a ship of war, 
And every crew is a robber band 
Against all other bands arrayed; 
Where the broadsides thunder near and far, 
And the wrecks are hurled to a friendless strand — 


Where the Syndicate and its ‘* Admiral,” 
And the ‘“ Commodore ”’ of the City Bank, 
And the “Captain bold’’ of the wholesale store 
Go down alike in the battle’s hell, 
Cr together ‘‘ walk’? the pirate’s ‘‘ plank,”’ 
To sail on the treacherous sea no more. — 


Where no life-boat to the rescue flies, 

But the ‘‘ wreckers ”’ light their luring fires, 
And bide their time like the birds of prey 

That wait till the victim helpless lies, 

And — stabbed by a cruel “ bill”” — expires, 
While his flesh is torn on the broad highway. 


‘The man who met with the ancient thieves, 
On the lonely road to Jericho, 

Was a luckier man than the traveler now 
When the lawyers steal what the bandit leaves 
And the priest and Levite come and go 

Among the thieves with a smile and bow. 


JAMES G. CLARK in the Vanguard, 
Perris, California. 


IMMINENCE OF THE SOCIALISTIC REVOLU- 
PION INGHUROLE.. 9 


We quote from an article in the initial number of 
MeClure’s Magazine by M. de Blowitz, the celebrated Paris 
correspondent of the London Times, in which he considers 
the significance of the late conquest by the Belgian people, 


through means of a general strike, of the right of suffrage. - 


It is a startling statement from an enemy of socialism of 
the immineuce of a socialistic revolution in Europe. 

“Let me say, at the very start, that it is imperative not 
to forget the date which heads this article (April 20, 1893.) 
This date has a significance of the highest importance, for 
it marks the opening of a new era. The political situation 
of Europe is today widely different from what it was only 
yesterday. Yesterday the entire world turned an eye 
feverishly intent towards Belgium, upon the spectacle 
there of the decisive struggle between an established gov- 
ernment and an unestablished proletariat. There was to 
be seen in Belgium the constitutional authority of an 
entire realm, backed by the force of arms, opposed by a 
militant labor democracy. On the one side, law, authority, 
armed force; on the other, lack of authority, of capital 
and of arms; in a word, tague nothingness struggling 
against omnipotence. Yet it is the former that has won 
the day. Omnipotence has belied its name, and has been 
driven to the wall; the defeat has been crushing. But 
more than this, it has been significant. I repeat, it marks 
the opening of a new era. 

“ For the world-wide association of laborers now compre- 
hends that it holds the Old World in its hands. It has 
diseqyered the invincible power of the strike, in obedience 
to the watchword emanating from its irresponsible leaders. 
Here is a force which is negative, perhaps, but one against 


which nothing henceforth can prevail. Lo, a silent word 
of command, and the towers of Jericho fall! Before a 
general strike of this sort the Old World is today power- 
less, like the child at the breast to whom the mother re- 
fuses to give suck. 

“This is a fact so big with suggestion, so sudden, so 
almost terrifying, that it changes all our former points of 
view. I could not have written yesterday what I can 
write today; for when I saw unexpectedly breaking out 
‘the troubles in Belgium,’ I could not but postpone till all 
was over, the writing of the article for which I had been 
asked. No one has as yet fairly grappled with the mean- 
ing of the new social pact prepared in mystery, a pact of 
which the dark elaboration had been oni; suspected, but 
which has just become so startlingly revealed. The idea 
of the strike as applied to political problems upsets all 
preconceived notions. What has hitherto been regarded 
as the only real force is now as if paralyzed; instead, sheer, 
silent will-power remains the only sovereign. In such 
circumstances, who would venture to draw the horoscope 
of the Europe of tomorrow ? 

“For consider the situation. Recognized constitutional 
government has actually thought.itself fortunate in treat- 
ing with ‘strikers,’ and in attempting to conceal the reality 
of its defeat behind the vain show of an arrangement, the 
‘actual significance of which deceives nobody. ‘The face of 
Europe has changed in an instant. The Old World is eon- 
quered. Socialism bestirs itself and begins its conquering 
march. The dangerous problems, hitherto so vague, be- 
come instantly pressing. Yet no one is ready with a 
solution, and few care even to discuss these problems. 
Fven the leaders of the hostile army, the strike generals, 
do not, can not, measure all the consequences of their 
orders. Drunk with their new power they forget for the 
moment its unseen bearings. When first, more used to 
the sensation of omnipotence, they look about them to see 
what their action may have precipitated, they will draw 
back in horror. 

“The phrase, ‘the present situation of Europe,’ there- 
fore, can have reference now only to a very indefinite and 
a future thing. The present is big with uncertainties. for 
the morrow, and the prospect would be really distressing, if 
the wielders of power did not realize — what now is inevi- 
table —the imperative necessity of coming to some under- 
standing with this fresh force; the hopelessness, hence- 
forward, of playing with theories of repression, and the duty 
of negotiating with this great amorphous army, which, once 
it is on the march, may drink ary the cisterns at which 
human society is accustomed to assuage its thirst. And it 
is in the light of these events in Belgium, that I do not hesi- 
tate to say, that Europe for a long time still will not be 
menaced by war. The social problem is now too pressing , 
It requires the entire attention. Woe to the blind! The 
hour of rest is past; a new world awakes. It knows its 
strength. It has everything to gain, nothing to lose. Follow 
it with anxious eye, ye who sleep now in possession, for if 
ye sleep too long, ye will awake in chains!” 


We earnestly request our subscribers to look on their 
address label and to renew without delay if they wish to 
continue the paper. 
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GOVERNMENT COAL MINES ISSUE IN TEN-| a margin of profit when mined at fair wages and thts the 


NESSEE. 


A Knoxville (Tenn.) correspondent of the New York 
Republic writes as follows concerning nationalization of the 
coal mines : 

“Tt is always gratifying to note the progress which 
nationalism is making, especially among those men who 
believe that they are opposed to its principles and yet are 
unconsciously submitting to its influence. 

“Two years ago, at the time of the troubles with the 
miners, Gov. Buchanan convened the Legislature in extra 
session, and sent to its members a message which embodied 
the last and best knowledge as to prison reform, and showed 
a careful and intelligent study of the whole question. 

“ At that time our Legislature was not only democratic, 
but was embittered against Gov. Buchanan, because, having 
been elected as an alliance democrat, he had not deserted 
his fellow-farmers, and had not sold himself, body and soul 
to the bourbon democracy. In his message the governor 
advocated the purchase by the state of both farming and 
coal lands, and the erection of suitable buildings so that the 
convicts should be worked for the benefit of the people, 
instead of being leased out to money making contractors, 
who held them as a menace over the heads of the free 
miners. 

“The fact that Gov. Buchanan was an alliance man, and 
was supposed to be in sympathy with the aims of the 
people’s party, was sufficient to cause the Legislature to 
completely ignore his suggestions and the only result of the 
extra session was a number of foolish speeches by men who 
never lose an occasion to show their own ignorance and the 
passage of some laws granting te the governor extra powers 
of repression, it being the openly expressed belief of these 
men that powder and shot were the only arguments to be 
used in dealing with such a hardened set of men as they 
claimed the nainers to be. 

“ But the renewal of the convict troubles last year and 
the thorough discussion of the dangers of monopolies, 
carried on in the late campaign, have borne their fruit, and 
our present Legislature, although democratic, has passed a 
bill which embodies almost every feature recommended by 
our ex-governor. 

“The bill provides for the purchase, by a committee 
appointed for that purpose, of 10,000 acres of coal land and 
1500 acres of farming land and for the erection of suitable 
buildings for the use of the convicts. ‘Of course, much oppo- 
sition has been encountered from coal operators and convict 
lessees, but the public has come to the conclusion that it is 
for the present the best solution of the convict problem and 
the bill has become a law. 

“It is a very important move in the right direction, not 
only because it will settle the whole convict question, but 
because it is a step toward the abolition of taxation, to be 
replaced by the profits derived from the management of 
public enterprises * 

‘‘ For, however desirable it may be to have cheap coal, the 
public feeling is too sympathetic with the free miners, and 
even with the coal operators, to allow the state to reduce 
the price of coal, so as to drive private mine owners out of 
the business and the price will be maintained so as to leave 


state will realize a iarge profit on their conviet labor. 
“When once in successful operation, it will become an 
object lesson for the taxpayers and once the immense 
advantages to be realized by providing for public expenses 
by public management of monopolies shall have been ex- 
perienced, it will not be long until the policy will be fully 
inaugurated and taxation in any form entirely abolished.” 


A MINISTER TO THE SOLDIER. 


Rev. W. H. Ryder of Gloucester, Mass., delivered a not- 
able Decoration Day address at Malden, from which we ex- 
tract the following passages : 

“Today instructs us that our commonwealth is more than 
a common treasury; that it is an altar, upon which every 
son must sacrifice himself and by warm life-ebbing blood of 
purest citizens offer the old old incense of heroic devotion 
to a political brotherhood whose motive must be ‘from each 
equally, to each equally.’ Already, we are on the road to 
losing our individual liberties because of the reluctance of 
the upper and middle classes to protest against corporate 
tyranny — municipal mismanagement. Democra¢y means 
not the rule of the incompetent, the ignorant, the assertive ; 
but the government of the people by the whole of the 
people. 

“ Combivation of interest, special advantage given a trust, 
beggar the public. America can never be the republic 
created by our forefathers and fought for by the Grand 
Army until she dethrones the petty tyrants of ward and 
precinct, strangles the tiger of ‘'ammany, or the dog of any 
partisan breed. The practical solution of the great problems 
before our country today is in the supremacy of the people 
over any favored class: that is, every American shall have 
an interest, and only an individual icterest, in the nation’s 
business. 3 

“ Have no fear of the proletariat, the people. It was the 
people who made the state, fought her battles, bequeathed 
us our public schools, our public roads, our public mails, by 
which we know that sooner or later the state will control 
public travel on the cars that traverse its territory, the tele- 
graph, the electric communication and whatever looks to the 
public for patronage and defense. When we have a wire 
in every postoffice, Uncle Sam will still be making money 
at’ten cents for a message of ten words. 

“Tt is because a syndicate can get more money out of a 
privately owned railroad than from a publicly owned one, 
that the un-American attempts to force the governments for 
grants and then compel the government to patronize its own 
creations are so common. 

“Away with this talk of our republican ideas, away with 
all boasts of equality in our American nation, if the 
people are not worth more than the elegant leisure and class 
privileges of the few. On the ruins of the government of 
the people, by the people and for the people erect a plutoc- 
racy of trusts and national thieves. The market of staple 
goods in America is manipulated by about only 200 commer- 


cial trusts. Forty-two railroad corporations control one 


-half the rail mileage ; thus money and corporations, not the 


ballot, regulate government. Out of a population of 65 
millions, 32,000 own one half the wealth of the land. ‘To 
such a threatening condition has economic inequality already 
swept our country. ‘The courts decree that it is unlawful 
conspiracy for labor to refuse to work, since the public wel- 
fare is endangered, By the same logic, the next step of the 
judiciary must be to declare that it is conspiracy fpr cor- 
porations to lock out labor and harm public interests by so 
doing. It is each and all.” 


JUNE 10, 1893) 


THE NEW NATION. 


291 


CONCERNING NATIONALISM. 


ANTI-TRUST CONFERENCE AT CHICAGO. 


The Coal Issue Assuming Proportions. Economic Writers 
not in Touch with the Times. Note and Comment. 


The New Nation goes to press too early to receive full 


reports of the anti-trust conference at Chicago. It is a very 


important gathering, as appears from the following circular 
letter from Gov. Nelson of Minnesota to the commissioners 
from the various states: 


“This conference was called by me in accordance with a 
joint resolution passed at the late session of our legislature, 
a copy of which is herewith enclosed, and from which you 
will'note the particular reason why it has been called. 
While the purpose of the conference is to especially discuss 
the subject of the unlawful coal combination heretofore 
mentioned, it will no doubt consider all other trusts and 
rings which oppress the people and might be properly desig- 
nated as an Interstate Anti-trust Conference. 

“This gigantic coal combination has precluded competi- 
tion, monopolized the markets and inflicted great injuries 
upon the consumers of coal, either for domestic use or for 
manufacturing purposes, in the way of maintaining prices 
por coal at unreasonable and extortionate rates. It has 
reached such proportions that some steps must be speedily 
taken to check its speed and break its power. With this 
end in view, our state Legislature directed me to call this 
conference, in the hope that a meeting of delegates, for the 
purpose of considering the whole subject, representing all 
the states in the Union, might suggest remedial measures te 
the Legislatures of the different states and to the Congress 
of the United States, which would break down its power, 
besides arousing a concerted public sentiment upon all other 
trusts and rings, to which our people are unjustly subjected. 
To my mind, this conference will attract the attention of 
the whole world, and result in great good towards breaking 
down the power, not only of the coal combination, but all 
other iniquitous trusts and rings. I have’no hesitation in 
saying to you that this meeting will be one of very great 
interest and importance. It is the first conference of the 
kind ever held, and as the questions to be considered are of 
vital importance to the whole people of this vast country, I 
sincerely hope you can make your arrangements such as will 
permit your attendance.” 


The eastern press maintains a self-contained and masterly 
silence as to the doings of the conference, and we shall 
wait for the full report before venturing any comment 
upon the meeting. We will only add that the convention 
met at Apollo hall, Chicago, on Monday. Gov. Nelson of 
‘Minnesota was chosen permanent chairman. About 30 
‘states were represented. Resclutions were introduced 
favoring the federal and state ownership of the coal mines, 
public ownership of all mineral lands, providing for a 


national investigation of trusts, ete. 


Coal scored an advance in the Eastern states last week. 


The coal combine appears to have staying powers, and so 
long as the mines are held by private parties, the consumer 
must foot the bills, 


The strikes of Kansas miners are becoming serious. A 
republican paper of Kansas explains the strike by saying: 


A law was passed last winter to aid the miners of south- 
eastern Kansas. ‘The result. is a strike and an incipient 
insurrection. This is the result of a lot of nincompoops 
meddling with something of which they knew nothing. 
The wages of the miners, it is said, have been reduced 
nearly one half by the law that was passec “in their inter- 
est.” A few more fool legislatures and there will be sure 
enough trouble in Kansas. 


Goy. Lewelling of Kansas has a different story to tell: 


They are right and so long as they maintain their present 
attitude and refrain from violence they will have the sup- 
port and sympathy of all citizens who believe in fair play. 
The strikers are no Goubt encouraged in their determina- 
tion to win by the conviction that the party in power in 
Kansas is in sympathy with them. We are friends of the 


workingman so long as he is in the right, and in this fight 


there is no doubt where the right lies. 


The fact is the Kansas Legislature recognizing the jus- 
tice of the claim of the miners all over the country that 
they should be paid for all coal raised rather than for the 
sifted coal, passed a law compelling the companies to pay 
for all the coal mained, incuding the “ screenings.” The 
companies thereupon reduced wages and the miners are on 
a strike. Public sympathy is with the men, and the goy- 
ernment ownership of mines is making grand strides in 


Kaasas. 


The colony of Newfoundland has contracted with one 
Read for four million dollars to build 250 miles of railroad, 
has further given him a fat postal subsidy and a grant of- 
2,375,000 acres of land, to operate all the railrogds in the 
colony for 10 years. The dispatch says that if Read 
secures a large proportion of the coal and mineral lands 
through which the new road is to run, he “may reap a 
bonanza.” That is, the bonanza which Read hopes to 
secure is the same bonanza which Newfoundland now 
possesses. Why cannot Newfoundland open its own mines, 
instead of furnishing capital to a speculator with which to 


exploit the natural resources of the country. 


Ex-Senator Ingalls says that there are no truly indepen- 
dent political dailies in this country. This, we fear, is 
largely true of the other professions when they come in 
contact with economic questions. Even scholars like 
Prof, James Bonar in his new book on philosophy and 
political economy entitled “The Swinging Pendulum,” has 
the nerve to say: “Men will never sell their liberty to 
purchase a compulsory equality and fraternity.” The New 
York Tribune reviewer chimes in: “In other words, the 
cranks of the 19th century have had their day. Attention 
should now be fixed on che cynics of the 20th century.” 
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With a wave of socialism menacing the Hohenzollern war- | brought about by the tyranny of private gas corporations. 
lord in Germany, a people’s party in America based upon He calls the Legislature’s attention to the delusive hope of 
fraternity and equality in all of its proposed reforms low bills with dollar gas so long as the companies have 
and with the whole literature of the day impregnated Sram LETS 

with nationalistic doctrine, the words of both Bonar and 
the Tribune will illustrate the. despotism of schools and 
newspapers. We even have a suspicion that Mr. Ingalls 
himself has a slight taint of political slavery running 
through his veins. 


We do not credit the story that United States Senator 
Peffer will drop out populist from his vocabulary in a 
course of speeches he has been engaged to deliver, because 
of the odium attached to the name in certain sections. It 
would not surprise us if the next president of the United 
States were clothed from head to foot with the “odium” of 
The New York Herald people are reported to have in the-pe pola 
mind the printing of republican and democratic editions. 
We doubt it. So much of the logic of the two parties is 
identical that their divergences would not justify two 
editions. How about printing the news ? 


Govnor Teats of Washington state was inadvertently 
printed “Gov.” in our last issue. He was voted for last 
winter for a long time by the nine populist members of the 
Legislature for United States Senator. 


The Coming Reform. 


WHAT THE PEOPLES PARTY IN NEW ZEA- 


The Buffalo Express, a republican paper, has this to say LAND HAS DONE. 


about the republican party and its position on the economic 
questions advocated by the reform party. “The republican 
party is essentially the party of the nation and the strong 
government. In the great political battle between the 
classes and the masses which is coming, the democracy 
will be found on the side of the privileged few, while the 
adherents of the new economic ideas will march under the 
republican standard. The question of the future is whether 
or not the functions of the government shall be extended 
to, cover industrial and social conditions. You may call it 
paternalism. You may even call it socialism, if you like, 
The people are no longer frightened by names. But it is 
better to call the coming reform nationalism or repub- 
licanism.” 


“Only a few years ago New Zealand’s financial standing 
was in a very precarious condition ” says the Bostoa. Trans- 
cript. “ Political partisanship brought the country to what 
seemed irreparable bankruptcy. - Thereupon the farmers and 
laborers united and put their own people in power by oust- 
ing the old parties at the ballot. England thereupon proph- 
esied the country’s complete downfall; the English banks 
withdrew their capital; the landed aristocracy sold their 
lands for what they could get and left the country, as they 
feared a reign of anarchy. The new government reduced 
expenses one third, created an income tax on all incomes 
over £150, abolished ad valorem tax on property, put a tax 
on lands, particularly uncultivated lands, which forced the 
large land owners to sell out in parcels to farmers, the tax 
rate on land being gradually increased from one eighth pence 
on the pound sterling for land valued at £5000, up to one 
and three fourths pence on the pound when the property 
was worth £200,000. 

“The next care was to provide for the accumulating sur- 
pius. Under the old parties in 1886 the exports were 
£6,000,000, and in 1890, under the new government, exports 
increased to £9,500,000 and for 1892 the figures were still 
larger. Irrigating ditches were constructed so that the ex- 
ports of fruit in 1886 of 20 million pounds were increased 
to 72 millions pounds in 1892. The present year the colony 
has 2570 factories in operation, turning out produce to the 
value of £9,500,000. All this has been achieved by the 
farmers’ and workingmen’s party in a lawful manner. And 
the credit of this colony stands higher today than any of 
the English colonies. England now continually offers capi- 
tal, but it is invariably refused, the New Zealanders saying 
they have all and more money than they want. The present 
government is said to be composed of honest men; no steal- 
ing or corrupt measures are occurring. And all this so con- 
trary to the many supposed-to-be-long-headed predictions of 
ruin outright. By thoughtful Englishmen this experience 
is looked upon as one of the most interesting social phenom- 
ena of modern times. New Zealand has about 575,000 in- 
habitants, and is now doing an export and import business 
of over 75 million dollars.” 


Co-operation Among Alliance Farmers. 


Populist farmers of the state of Washington are pushing 
forward a,warehouse system. During the last two or three 
years the Alliances in the Palouse country, which comprises 
the greater part of eastern Washington and is one of the 
most productive wheat belts in the world, have been build- 
ing their own grain warehonses on the co-operative plan. 
This proving a success, it is now their purpose to erect a 
terminal warehouse at tidewater, which will place them in 
direct communication with the markets of the world. The 
company has been organized with a capital stock of $150,000 
in shares of $25 each. The city of Tacoma, situated on 
Puget Sound, has been decided upon for the location. The 
business men of that place have given a very valuable site 
of six acres of ground and further donated $30,000 toward 
the $75,000 or $100,000 necessary for the cost of erection. 
The opposition from the railroads and grain speculators will 
be strong, but the farmers presenting an unbroken front will 
win. It is hoped very soon to secure some legislative relief 
by the appointment of a grain inspector. 


Note and Comment. 


“Mr, Mellen,” says the Boston Record, “wants the gas 
meter investigated, too. So do a good many other people.” 
tepresentative Mellen has been urging all along that muni- 
cipal ownership was the only way out of the difficulties 
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NATIONALISTIC DRIFT. 


Items of Industrial, Political, Social and Commercial Intelli- 
gence indicating the approaching Breakup of the Present 


System and the Tendency through Business Combinations. 


and Public Control of Industry toward Complete National 
Co-operation. 


Massachusetts. 


New England Farmer, Boston: The state senate has 
passed two votes by such an overwhelming majority as to 
give rise to much comment. In both cases the interests of 
powerful corporations were at stake and in both cases 
honest men might honestly differ in opinion. But whea 
the West End street railroad crowds out a possible com- 
petitor and when the Boston & Maine corporation defeats 
the wishes of those of our best citizens who have given the 
question of terminal facilities the most study, by majorities 
so overwhelming as to make the votes almost unanimous, 
there is ground for popular comment and suspicion. It is 
just such things as these that are strengthening the hands 
of the nationalists and diverting into their ranks hundreds 
of good intelligent people, — people who have the interests 
of the state at heart and who are not lead away by every 
cranky zephyr that whistles about their heads. 


New York. 


Twentieth Century: The Brooklyn bridge is just 10 
years old. The cities were allowed to build it for them- 
selves, as capitalists saw no money init. Fifteen thousand 
people crossed in one day 10 years ago. One hundred and 
fifty thousand people crossed in one day last week. Its 
cable fare, reduced to two and one half cents, provides a 
surplus revenue of half a million dollars. The bridge will 
last a thousand years and cost the people nothing. It is 
paying for itself as fast as its bonds can be redeemed. 
Capitalists are now ready to build two more bridges, better 
and more costly ones. They see money in it now. Do 
the people see anything. 


Prof. Ross of Cornell University spoke recently before 
the Municipal Ownership league of Buffalo in favor of 
public ownership of national monopolies. He dwelt specially 
upon gas and electric lighting. 


lowa. 


The debate between Parsoas College and the Iowa Wes- 
leyan University held May 26 at Mt. Pleasant, la. was 
considered by the audience a victory for the lowa Wesleyan 
University, the latter debaters taking the affirmative of the 
following question: “ Resolved, that the government should 
own and control the railroad and telegraph systems of the 
United States.” The Wesleyan debaters were Max W. 
Babb, Charles E. Lander and Scott A. Power. 


Michigan. 


Adrian has voted 122 to 76 in favor of bonding the town 
for the construction of a municipal electric light system. 


Indiana. 


The Logansport Advance: The nationalist is on the 
right line of thought. Keep on thinking. Right will 
triumph and bring better conditions. 


The glass workers of the state begin to feel the evil 
effects of the industry in which they are engaged being in 
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a trust. The Diamond Plate Glass company of Kokomo 
has closed its factory, throwing 800 men out of employ- 
ment, and the same company’s branch at Elwood has also 
closed, turning out 600 men. 


Kansas. 


Western World (Parsons) : The railroads or the people! 
Which ? 


The state labor commissioner has undertaken to establish 
a free employment bureau in connection with the bureau 
of labor. It is to be patterned after the plan adopted in 
Ohio. As no funds have been appropriated for the pur- 
pose, a fee of five cents will be charged to cover expense of 
postage. 


Georgia. 


Macon is agitating the question of issuing $500,000 to 
pay for municipal electric light and water-works. 


Texas. 


Texas Advance (Fort Worth): Government ownership 
of railroads is the only remedy for robbery on the king’s 
highways. 

Washington. 


Walla Walla is agitating the question of municipal water- 
The people are in favor it, and the city council 
has adopted a resolution authorizing the appointment of an 
engineer to make surveys. 


Miscellaneous. 


In a letter to a Western paper, B. O. Flower, editor of 
the Arena says: “The next presidential battle will be 
fought by the- masses against classes. The people will 
demand the abolition of all class privileges and special 
legislation, and that the natural monopolies be owned by 
the government, that the freedom of the individual may be 
conserved, 


Boston Record: One of Boston’s well-known professional 
men who has been to the world’s fair got a practical illus- 
tration of the benefit the beef trust is to Boston. Said he 
to a Record man yesterday : “Why, it’s an actual fact that 
steak for which we are compelled to pay 28 cents per 
pound in Boston markets can be procured in Chicago for 
18 cents.” He said the trust was a little more merciful to 
New York and Philadelphia, in which cities the same 
quality could be obtained for 22 and 20 cents respectively. 


Foreign. 


At the May day demonstration in Glasgow, Scot., the 
following resolution was unanimously adopted : “That as 
tne workers may not hope to attain industrial freedom, 
controlling the conditions under which they work and re- 
ceiving the full product of their labor, so long as the 
instruments of wealth production are possessed by a sepa- 
rate class, this meeting demands the nationalization of the 
land and the industrial capital of the country, including 
railways, mines, factories, machinery, stores, etc., tne sub- 
stitution of national co-operation for competition between 
individuals, and the introduction of a co-operative common- 
wealth in which there shall be social equality and brother- 


hood.” 


A member of the city government of Glasgow, Scot. is 
formulating the plan for municipal fire insurance, which 
was referred to in a recent number of The New Nation. 
It provides for insurance for all property and contents 
within city mits, and will effect a material saving over 
present rates charged by private companies. 
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THE ARMED CAMP OF COMMERCE. 
- Capital in : Capital in. Capital in Capital in 
ees Millions. Paes, Millions. ss: Millions. NEE Millions. 
Acid 2 Distilling and cattlefeeding 34 Mineral water 25 Shot 
Alcohol 5 Dressed beef and provi- Morocco leather z Smelters 25 
American corn harvesters 5 _ sion 100 Music publishing and in- Snath 1-2 


American wringer 21-2 Dye and chemical com- struments Spring bed and mattress 
Axe 15 _—sibine 2 Naval stores combine 1 Soap = 1-2 
Barbed wire 10 Electric supply 10 Nitro-glycerine Soda water apparatus 3 1-2 
Bleachery combine 10 Electrical combination No.2 2 Oatmeal 3 1-2 Sponge 1-2 
Biscuit and cracker I2 Envelope 5 Oil cloth 21-2 Standard oil 90 
Bituminous coal 15 Flint glass 8 Paint combine 2 Starch 10 
Bolt and nut 10 Flour mill Paper bag _ 2% Steel and iron 4 
Boiler 15 Forge companies Paper box ~ 5 Steel rail 50 
Borax 2 Fork and hoe 1 Patent leather 5 Straw board 8 
Brass 10 Fruit jar 1 Pearl barley Structural steel 5 
Broom 21-2 Fur combine 10 Pitch 10 Sugar refiners’ 75 
Brush 2 Galvanized iron and steel 2 Plate glass 8 Table glass and crockery 
Buckwheat 5 Gas [New York] 35 Plow Tin plate 
Butchers’ supply General electric 50 Pocket cutlery 2 Tissme paper 10 
Button 5 Glove 2 Pork combine 20 Tobacco 35 
Canned goods Gossamer rubber 12 Powder 11-2 Tombstone 
Canned meat and dressed Green glass 4 Preserved jelly m’f’g 2 Trunk 3 
beef Gypsum stucco mills Preservers’ combine 8 Tube 11 1-2 
Cash register 10 Harvester 11-2 Pulp. 5 Turpeotine 
Carbon candle 3 Hinge 1 Ribbon 18 Type-founders: 9 
Cartridge 10 Hop 1-2 Rice 21-2 Umbrella 8 
Casket and burial goods 1 Hide dealers Rock salt 5 Vapor stove 1 
Castor oil 1-2 Illinois steel 50 Rubber General shoe 2 Wall paper 38 
Cattle feeders indurated fibre 1-2 Rubber trust No. 2 7 Watch 380 
Celluloid 8 Iron and coal 10 Safe 21-2 Water-works {pumping ma- 
Cigarette 25 Iron league 60 Safe No. 2 5 chinery . 
Colorado coal combine 20 Jute bagging Salt 1 Wheel 1 
Condensed milk 15 Label printing Sandstone 1 Whip 1-2 
Confectioners 2 Leather board 1-2 Sanitary ware 3 White granite 
Copper ingot 20 Lime 3 Sash, door and blind 11-2 White lead 30 
Cordage 15 Linseed oil 18 Saw 5 Window glass 20 
Crockery 15 Lithograph 11 1-2 School book 2 Wire 10 
Cotton duck 10 Locomotive tire 2 School furniture 15 Wire rod. 
Cotton press 3 Lumber 2 School slate Wood screw 10 
Cotton seed oil 41 Manilla tissue 2 Screw Wool hat 1 1-2 
Cotton thread combine 7 Marble combine 20 Sewer pipe 2 Wrapping paper 1 
Cutlery 11-2 Match 71-2 Sheet copper 40 Wrought-iron pipe 
Cut nail - Merchants’ steel 25 Sheet steel 2 Yellow pine 2 


Free competition has fostered the monopolization of industries to such an extent that the price of nearly every 
necessity of life is fixed by a private trust. We have taken the trouble to prepare a partial list of the more important 
private trusts built mainly on the ruin or surrender of small businesses. ‘The item of capitalization is continually 
changing, as the stock usually increases as fast as new companies are taken into the combination. While our figures are 
in many cases estimated, they may be safely accepted as the approximate capitalization for thé purposes of discussing 
the business situation. Several trusts we have not even attempted to estimate. Whether we look at the moral or the 
commercial side of the question, the disappearance of small industries is alarming. ‘Take the white lead trust, which is 
known on the stock exchange as the National Lead company. Its outstanding certificates aggregate 30 million dollars. 
In 1889 the trust controlled a majority of the stock in 31 companies, including the plant of three smeltérs and one re- 
finery for the production of pig lead. Over eight mlliions of the stock is water. There is probably not a company of 
the original 31 which is not the result of local combination and rivalry disastrous to small concerns. Tariff reduction 
tends to solidify rather than destroy the trust. Of the 4,047 recognized millionaires, only 1,125 won their fortunes in 
protected industries. 

Among the most dangerous combinations of the land is the Western Union Telegraph company. Upon it is based 
a daily newspaper monopoly which has had a tendency to lower the general tone of editorial discussion upon this 
subject. 

The New Nation is circulating a petition asking Congress to take over the telegraph and telephone and run it for 
the people. The spirit of reform now moving upon the waters is economic and practical in temper. The people’s party 
has made a record of a million votes as a starter. One demand in its platform is for the government ownership of the 
telegraph and telephone. Let every populist and reformer join the great company that will knock at the door of Con- 
gress next session to demand the public ownership of means of communication. Send for a petition, a copy of which we 
print below, and request all reform papers to reproduce ic in its columns : 


[Return to The New Nation, 13 Winter Street, Boston, Mass., by Noy. 1, 1893, at latest.] 
To THE HONORABLE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES IN CONGRESS ASSEMBLED: 


Your petitioners, the undersigned citizens of the United States, residents of the State of ——_____—__—_ respectfully repre- 
sent that the telegraph service of this country has become a burdensome monopoly in the hands of a company extorting in charges more 
than twice as much as the people of other countries, favored with government lines, are obliged to pay, —a company that uses to the 
utmost its great capital to eradicate all fair competition, and exerts a banetul control over the press upon which the citizens are forced to 
rely for information. : 

We also represent that on the expiring of the telephonic patents, now soon to occur, a similar monopoly in that method of trans- 
mitting intelligence is likely to be established, as grievous to the people as that of the telegraph. 

We therefore respectfully petition your honorable bodies to pass laws establishing a Government telegraph and telephone service 


| When this sheet is full, paste on strong paper of equal width and continue signatures. ] 


NAME, STREET, TOWN, 


STATE. 
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Low-Priced|‘vorios ran [Mut tsar w 
TYPEWRITERS. 


Be sure that your tickets read via 


Union’s Patent System of Sewage, 


F L e 
lie fl l ll [go R a | 0 d ( Single Houses, Factories, Public Institutions, 


Towns and Cities provided with this most 


HOOSAC TUNNEL ROUTE. effective and money-saving system. 
Proposals received and Estimates 
SHORT LINE made in any part of the United 


B O STON TO Cc H | GAG O. States, Persons using Union 


Patents must receive from 


Palace Sleeping Cars. Agents Guarantee Cer- 
Through without change via tificates from Com- 
pany. 


NIAGARA FALLS. 


10) 


113 Devonshire St. - - Room 7 


reine nee. G cies BOSTON, MASS. 
rains leave Boston, Causeway Street Pas- ; 
senger Station F, J. STARK, Treasurer. — F. L. UNION, Engineer. 
9.00 A.M. 3.00 P.M. 7.00 P.M. No trouble to answer inquiries. Write us for 
price delivered at your station if 


DOES WORK EQUAL TO THE MOST 
EXPENSIVE MACHINES. 


SPEEDY! PRACTICAL! DURABLE! 


No instruction is needed for its use, and speed is 
easily attained by little practice. 


WORLD WRITES 77 
TYPEWRITER § ( 5 CHARACTERS. 


The Typewriter Improvement Co., 


For further information apply to 


J. R, WATSON, BUFFALO GLUTEN FEED 


General Passenger Agent. 


isn’t kept on sae near you. 


ri It’s peculiarly adapted for milch cows, but a 
C L MAX AUTOMATIC CELLAR good feed for all animals. 


274 Post Office Square, Boston, Mass. ——- 
F Petey Better than corn meal and costs no more. 
164 La Salle Street, Chicago, Ill. A CHEAP | @ | R INER, 


Is made at Buffalo and Peoria. 


oe 


Reliable /_ &&y 
Po, 


Wonderful Discovery !! 
a : Dr. Ransophier’s Electric 
yx? Wx . Magnetic Appliance. An in- 

‘“ stant relief for all pain. 

=~ Can be applied to any part 

of the person easily ; never 
gets out of order. Stops 


CHAS. M. COX & CO., BOSTON, MASS. 
Chamber of Commerce Building. 


AN EXPOSITION OF NATIONALISM 


BY B. FRANKLIN HUNTER. 


headache in 2 minutes, re-]_ I 
lieves nervousness and pro- SECOND EDITION. 
duces sleep, stops neu- lifts 


A comprehensive statement of the various 


ralgic pains; relieves Rheu- 
Water} phases of nationalism considered from the 


matism. Heart troubles, Sci- 


atica, Kidney, Bladder and Liver ailments, from political, economic and ethical standpoints. 
can be helped or cured by this Magnetic appli- Sixteen pages, 
ance. Quickens blood, renews Vigor far Cellars, 


more effectively than any medecine to be taken 5 cents per copy; $4 per hundred. 


internally; indorsed by eminent physicians. 
Sent to any part of the United States on re- 
ceipt of price, $2.00 


Wheel: Send orders to Miss Diana HIRSCHLER, 
pits, etc. .| 2026 Camac St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Descriptive circular ana agents’ terms sent 4 8 Se a ee ee 
on aprlisait. Address . Me AMER Lata and carries} Send 10 cents for sample package. Beautif 
} fo ptt (oN leg ‘ 2 
BOSTON MAGNETIC CO., 19 West Street, Boston. . hes it into the} our lamps for months with one package. 
&, 
sera yg / Street or sewer.] Address, 


Magic Red, Box 88, Crawford, Ill. 


CAS MACHINE AND MIXER 
DOMESTIC Refrigerators 


STANDS AT THE HEAD, 


Makes brilliant, smokeless, steady and ore fee 
very cheap gas for stores, churches, etc. $15 to $75. 
Wri.e for Pamphlet. 7 
CLARENCE M. KEMP, Baltimore, Md. COMMERCIAL Refrigerators. 
a $20 to $400. 
FOR PEOPLES PARTY NEWS eae 
A vegetable tonic which has stood the Trade solicited from other 
test of prolonged trial at the hands of wee KEAD states. 
s of the best experts, both physicians an —o— 
cies ie all chree sof THE NEW NATION. iiaeees! 


chemists, in all chronic diseases of the human 
scalp, cnring baldness, patchy baldness, fall- 
ing hair, dry o7 brittle hair, dandruff, eczema 
and allscalp diseases. Why Semmes E.H R. 
is so popular: It is composed absolutely of 
roots and herbs, it is an infallible remedy for 
baldness. We are not afraid to say: Analyze it. 
If you find one grain of lead or sulphur we 


NEUTER MA GAZ | MES 1) 2 ee oe ee Ee 
OLD HIS FOR LISTS. A TRAVELLING MAN 


writes: ‘‘I bave been radically cured of con- 
ALSO, ALL THE NEW BOOKS. | firmed constipation and all of its attending 


evils without medicines, injections or incon- 


ey ae as ‘Is t re ‘ 
ee geal : Sa PN aah Cash paid for Old Books. venience by your admirable system of treat- 
é : ment.’’ A pamphlet on the subject will be sent 
48 Winter Ee orem 121 Broad st., G. BE, GIRLING & BRO, for four cents in stamps. Address, 
rake 922 West Harrison St., Chicago. THE DILATER COMPANY, 


Consultation Free by Dr. J. Semmes. 


Call for testimonials of physicians. Canton, Ohio. 


Mention The New Nation. 
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BOOKS FOR THE TIMES. 


SOCIALISM FROM GENESIS TO REVELA- 
TION. 


By Rey. F. M. Sprague. 


THE NEW NATION. 
Abraham Lincoln 


By John T. Morse, dr. 


With a Portrait and Map. 
gilt top, $2.50. : 


‘An intelligent estimate of the character, in- 
fluence and policy of the martyr-statesman, 
together with a truthful, orderly and just pre- 
sentation of the circumstances of his career. is 
all that one can demand from a fresh biogra- 


2 vols. 
$1.75. 
WOMAN’S PHILOSOPHY OF LOVE 


By Caroline F. Corbin, author of “ His 
Marriage Vow,” etc. $1.50. 


HEALTH. THE RELATION OF THE|phy. Such an estimate and such a presenta- 
SEXES tion will be found in these two volumes. 
By Dr. A. J. Ingersoll, with portrait of au- Thanks are due to Mr. Morse for his masterly 
thor. $1.00. portrait of one of our best andigreatest men.”’ 
— Chicago Tribune. 
FIRST DAYS AMONGST THE CONTRA-| ‘‘The author has succeeded admirably in 
BANDS relating with the utmost fairness the salient 


incidents of the rebellion, devoting especial 
space to the narrative of the McClellan drama.”’ 
— Philadelphia Press. 


By Elizabeth Hyde Botume. $1.25. 


A LOOK UPWARD: 


SPIRITUAL SCIENCE AND MENTAL HEAL- 
ING By Susie C. Clark. $1.25. 


Sold by Booksellers. Sent, postpaid, by 
HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN & CO., Boston. 


NEARER THAN A DREAM, 


An epitome of nationalism with objections 


SPEECHES LECTURES AND LETTERS 


Of Wendell Phillips. First and second 
series, with portraits. Each volume sold 
separately. Price, per volume, Library edi- 
tion, $2.50; Beacon edition, $1.50 
THE LIFE AND TIMES OF WENDELL|Stated and answered. 
PHILLIPS 


By George Lowell Austin 
and illustrations, $1.50 


LET HIM FIRST BE A MAN. 


Essays chiefly relating to Education and 
Culture By W. H. Venable, LL.D. $1.25. 


_ Send stamp for sample copy. 
With portrait 
50 copies for $1.00. 


100 a 2.00. 
Address, 
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THE NEW NATION, 
13 Winter St., Boston. 


The Gospel of Wealth. 


By ANDREW CARNEGIE. 


Laurence Gronlund’s Works. 
THE CO-OPERATIVE COMMONWEALTH: 


AN EXPOSITION OF MODERN SOCIALISM. 
Revised and enlarged edition. 


This pamphlet has-had an enormous sale in 
England, and ought to be read and studied by 
every American, showing as it does the views 
of an American miliionaire on the distribu- 
tion of wealth. It treats of: 


The problem of the administration of 
wealth. 
The man is more important than the money. 
Three modes of disposing of wealth. 
Nations should go further in this direction. 
The duty of the man of wealth, ete. 


CA IRA! 
OR, DANTON IN THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. 


OUR DESTINY, 


THE INFLUENCE OF NATIONALISM ON 
MorabLs AND RELIGION, 


Cloth, $1.00 each; Paper, 50 cents. 


QUABBIN. 


The story of a small town with outlooks 
upon Puritan life. By F. H. Underwood 


37 pp. 8vo. Pri 
LL.D. Illustrated. $1.75. PEs sOFO) BEC, cen 


JENKINS & McCOWAN, 
224 Centre Street, New York. 


THE COMING NATION, 


GREENSBURG, INDIANA. 


GOD’S IMAGE IN MAN. 


SomE INTUITIVE PERCEPTIONS OF TRUTH 
By Henry Wood. Cloth, $1.00. 


EDWARD BURTON 


By Henry Wood. 
cents. 


Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 For a Government of, by and for the People 


as outlined in Bellamy’s ‘* Looking Back- 
ward,’’ abolishing the possibility 
of Poverty. 


No Advertising Admitted. 


DREAMS OF THE DEAD 


By Edward Stanton. Introduction by 
Edward S. Huntington. Cloth, $1.00; paper, 
50 cents. 


Please Send For Sample Copy. 


INDUSTRIAL NEWS. 


Jackson, Mich. 
State Organ of the Farmers’ Alliance. 


$1.00 PER YEAR. 
Keep in the Middle of the Road, 
Circulation, 4100, 


The above sent by mail upon receipt of price. 


Illustrated Catalogs Free. 


LEE & SHEPARD. 10 Milk St., Boston, 


16mo 
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HAVE YOU READ THIS BOOK? 
Philip Meyer’s Scheme. 


(A Story of Trades Unionism.) 


BY LUKE A. HEDD. 
Every Union Man should read it. 
Every Non-Union Man should read it. 
Every Employer should read it. 


Paper Cover, price 25 cents. 
OPINIONS OF THE PRESS: 


There is an undefinable something in its 
plet, if plot it may b> called, that appeals to 
every wage-worker, and every wage-worker in 
the land should read it. In ‘‘ Looking Back- 
ward,” Edward Bellamy has given the world 
a better impulse. ‘‘ Philip Meyer’s Scheme” 
tells in its peculiar way, a story that might be 
termed an introduction to Bellamy’s sto-y. — 
Omaha World-Herald, Oct. 16, 1892. 

The author, evidently-a practical worker, 
propounds a novel project for surmounting the 
chief difficulties in the problem of capital and 
labor. The characters are typical employers 
and workingmen.— Christian Herald, N. Y., 
Nov. 16, 1892, 

This is a novel with a purpose. and its pur- 
pose is to show how the problem of capital and 
labor may be solved without the violences that 
commonly attend tbe great social and polit- 
ical revolutions.— Twentieth Century, Dec. & 
1892. 

If men who work for wages were to com- 
bine on the lines suggested in this book, there 
would be an end to the conflict between labor 
and certain phases of capital. It is an ideal 
scheme of co-operation.— John Habberton in 
Godey’s Magazine, Dec., 1892. 

Mr Hedd has not solved the labor question; 
but he is a clear thinker and has done some- 
thing in the direction of its solution. We have 
read the book and cheerfully commend it to 
the careful attention of every man who depends 
on the sweat of his brow for food and shelter. 
—N. Y. Herald, April 30, 1:93. 


J. S. OGILVIE, Publisher, 57 Rose Street, N. Y. 


Populist Press and Populist People 
ATTENTION!! 


(ea 

The National Reform Press. Association has 
made a contract under which the Western 
Newspaper Union will furnish from each of 
its ten offices, Plates and Ready-P.ints edited 
by W. 8S. Morgan, Sec. N. R. P. A., the matter 
contained in which is approved by Hon. H. E. 
Taubeneck, Chairman People’s Party National 
Committee, and is the only matter officially 
recommended by the National Reform Press 
Association. Four pages of populist matter 
weekly, if you want that much. Original edi- 
torial page, news of the movement, cartoons, 
etc. The National Reform Press Association 
having been asked to take charge of the busi- 
ness of the Independent Newspaper Co. (the 
furnishing of completely printed populist 
pages) has included that branch in its con- 
tract with the Western Newspaper Union and 
that house will hereafter supply from its Chi- 
cogo and St. Louis offices, completely printed 
local people’s party newspapers for localities 
otherwise unable to support populist papers. 

By this plan no capital or newspaper experi- 
euce is necessary for publishing a people’s 
party paper, and thus we hope to greatly 
strengthen the people’s press in every state. 
For prices, samples, etc. of plates and half- 
prints, address WESTERN NEWSPAPER 
UNION, Chicago, St. Louis, Dallas, Kansas 
City, Winfield, Denver, Omaha, Lincoln, Des 
Moines or Detriot. For samples, circulars and 
full particulars in regard to completely printed 
local populist papers, address WESTERN 
NEWSPAPER UNION, Chicago or St. Loius. 


